TPCASTT Poem: _____________________________Name: __________________________
Title---predict what the poem will be about (annotated/write out directly—if no title, use the first line of the poem)

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

P-paraphrase—literal meaning in your own words (line by line…long poems(stanza by stanza)

Directly on poem

Connotation—look for words that are especially significant or unusual…even better, “loaded”—devices, what meaning do those words convey? List/annotate these words and devices
Directly on poem

Attitude—diction, images, and details that hint at/suggest the speaker or author’s attitude (tone)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Shift—Rarely does a poet begin and end the “experience” in the same place. Something changes! How to find:

1. Key words (but, yet, however, although)

2. Punctuation (dashes, periods, colons, ellipsis)

3. Stanza division

4. Changes in line or stanza length…or both

5. Irony (sometimes it hides shifts)

6. Changes in sound (rhyme)

7. Changes in diction (slang to formal language, from positive to negative connotations)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Title—instead of prediction, make interpretations (revisit your old prediction)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

LASTTTTTT! Theme—

1. Identify the literal subject (what’s actually happening or being described)—________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Identify the abstract or figurative subject—_____________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

3. State what the poem is saying about the subject(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Write an intro using our poetry essay template: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Attention grabber (optional—but should not be a “question”)

The poem, (“Title of Poem”) by (Author) describes (literal/explicit subject). 

The speaker adopts a (tone) tone to convey the idea that (implicit meaning/theme).

Prominent tone shift in the poem?

The speaker shifts from a (tone) tone to a (tone) tone to convey the idea that (implicit meaning/theme).

